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Ge n e ral Me e tin g 
Tu es d a y M a r ch 8 , 2 0 11 @ 7:0 0 p m 

**Sinclair Elementary School **   

Sp ea k er w ill b e Ja y s o n M u llin , 
Sen io r Pa r t n er a t R ep u b lic Pr o p er t y Ta x 

Topic: Property tax exemptions and Tax protest Issues 

As Spr ing approaches and we begin to th ink about shaping up both home and yard, now is a good t ime to 
consider whether or not any landscaping or plan t growth from our pr iva te lot s may acciden ta lly be running 
afoul of City of Houston ordinances.  In particular, the following ordinances may be applicable:  

Sec. 40-14.

 

- Clearance of tree limbs over sidewalks. 
It shall be the duty of the owners and occupants of lots in the city in front of and adjacent to which shade trees are growing in the streets, 
to keep the same trimmed in such a manner that the limbs and branches of the same overhanging the sidewalks shall be at least eight feet 
above the ground.

  

Sec. 40-362.

 

- Impairments and obstructions unlawful. 
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to place, cause, or allow any impairment or obstruction of a sidewalk or roadway, except as 
authorized by a permit.  

In instances where the t ra ffic engineer finds an obst ruct ion tha t viola tes the 
applicable ordinance, the engineer is empowered to aba te the hazard immedi-
ately (See Sec. 45-17).  Additionally, the City of Houston has inherent power to 
issue fines or other sentences as follows:  

Sec. 12.

 

- Fines for Violation of Ordinances. 
That the bylaws and ordinances of the City shall be enforced by a fine not to exceed two hundred 
dollars ($200); provided, that no ordinance or by-law shall provide a lesser penalty than is pre-
scribed for a like offense by the laws of the State.   

The City Council may provide by ordinance for the commutation of fines imposed, by labor in a 
work house or on a rock pile, or upon the public streets and public ways of the City of Houston, and 
for the collection of any fine imposed execution may be enforced as other execution issued in civil 
causes. (Act of 1905).

  

Please pay due attention to your landscaping to make sure that you are in compli-
ance.  I would hate to see anyone sentenced to working on a rock pile!  For more 
information on city codes, please visit the City of Houston website at 
www.houstontx.gov/codes.       

Regards,      
Bill Morfey  2011 President 

President s Corner 

Timber gr ove Manor Civic Club * PO Box 70977 * Houst on, TX 77270-0977 

March 2011 

 www.timbergrovemanor.org 

Yards of the Month 2 

Membership dues form redux 3 

Crime Statistics 4 

Jaycee Park News 5 

Training Post 8 

Reducing Junk Mail  6 

TMCC Board Info 7 

Free Tax Assistance 7 

District A Town Hall 8 

Restaurant Review 8 

11th Street Park Update 4 

Inside this issue: 

http://www.houstontx.gov/codes
http://www.timbergrovemanor.org


Page 2 

 
Yards of the Month 

THE TIMBERGRAM 

We owe a big THANKS to the neighbors listed be-
low who earned the Yard-of-the-Month awards in 
the coldest  win ter we ve had in a while.  Yards a re 
brown, shrubs are dead, and just a few peeks of 
color are beginning to show up as this issue goes to 
press..  However, the neighbors below managed to 
TRICK Mother Nature and we thank you for your 
efforts! 

Upcoming Dates  

November 2010:
2530 Willowby Gary Barnes
1322 Foxwood Daniel Rudr off
1103 Clovis Angelo & Bar bar a Cassar o
6122 Queenswood J ohn Rundell
December 2010:
2515 Willowby Rogelio & Cynthia Tor r es
1323 Foxwood Edwar d Cor nicelli
6334 Woodbr ook R. L. Cullins
6131 Queenswood Randall H endr ick
January 2011:
2502 H aver hill Neal J ungeblut
6603 Kury G. E . Gr oschke
6239 Cindy Michael Ber glund
6219 Abington E lizabeth Benoit & Pam Effer son
February 2011:
6727 Kury William Binfor d
6226 Waltway Ger aldine Wolfer
911 Shelt er wood Tr acy & Allen Dacus

Please note, we only have 3 YOM winner s for 
Febr uar y.  One of our signs was stolen t he fir st 
weekend in Fer uar y between E lla and T.C. J est er .  
If anyone knows wher e it might be found, p lease     
call or email TMCC Pr esident , Bill Mor fey.

Speaking of *THANKS*, this Yard-of-the-Month 
news has been brought to you by Dodie Helke, 
Grovewood resident, for more than 20 years.  She 
has been tireless in driving around the neighbor-
hood, seeking ou t those most beaut ifu l yards in the 
midst of many beautiful yards.  Dodie is a great ex-
ample for us all: she was active in PTA and school 
activities, then became the first female President of 
TMCC (yes, that was big deal at the time). After 
many years of Board posit ions, she ret ired to the 
Citizens on Patrol and Yard-of-the-Month Chairman.    

Thank you, Dodie, for your many years of service 
to our neighborhood.  We can t opera te without dedi-
cated people like you! 

The below dates have been published by the City 
of Houston s Solid Waste Depar tment .  Mark 
these dates on your calendar:  

Heavy Trash Tree Waste collection: 
South of 11th Street (1st Monday) 
Mar 7, May 2 
North of 11th Street (4th Monday)  
Mar 28, May 23 

Heavy Trash Junk Waste collection: 
South of 11th Street (1st Monday) 
Apr 4, Jun 6 
North of 11th Street (4th Monday) 
Apr 25, Jun 27  

Recycling  all sections (Thursday B schedule) 
March 3, 17, 31 
April 14, 28 
May 12, 26 
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2011 Dues Member 1:
$30.00

2011 Dues Member 2* * : $30.00

Legal Fund:

Beautification:

Other:

Total:

*   Email addresses w ill be used for TMCC use only: w ill not be distributed.

Email Address* :

TMCC 2011 Dues Form

Send all dues payments to:
TMCC, P.O. Box 70977, Houst on, TX  77270- 0977

** Submit dues for Member 2 only if 2 people reside at the same address    
and w ish to be dues-paying, voting members.

Resident 1:

Resident 2:

Address:

Home Phone:

Membership Drive Continues! 
THE TIMBERGRAM 

The annual TMCC Membersh ip Dr ive is cont inu ing 
from January. If you h ave a lre ady paid , w e s in -
ce re ly th an k you for doin g it so qu ickly . If you 
didn t get around to paying your dues in J anuary, 
please complete the form to the r igh t , and send in 
your dues today!  

We thought we d include a few FAQ s (frequent ly 
asked questions) for your information. 

How much are my dues? 

$30.00/year . Opt iona lly, if you want to have 2 house-
hold members to be dues-paying, vot ing members, 
your tab is $60.00. But , even if you decide you don t 
want a second membersh ip, please list the second 
household member (if applicable) so we can get it 
into the Directory. 

Will my personal information be sold? 

Absolu tely not ! Any informat ion you provide will be 
used by TMCC only and will not be shared with or 
sold to anyone else.  This applies to phone number 
and email address, and we ll never send you SPAM! 

Do we use this money to pay for events? 

Yes, and no. TMCC sponsors many events during the 
year , and each of those have costs associa ted.  How-
ever in most cases, the cost of the event is defrayed 
by generous sponsors and pu t on by an act ive bunch 
of volunteers, not paid from your membership dues. 

Won't you please send in your dues today, and 
maybe even with a little extra $ enclosed?  TMCC 
can provide services for all neighbors only with your 
monetary support.     Thank you! 

              

John Askins 
Realtor®  

SOLID PERSONAL SERVICE 
NORTHWEST HOUSTON NATIVE 

   Royce Realty 
     (713) 864-5423 direct 
  2425 West Loop South Ste. 501 

    Houston, TX  77027 
   Cell (832) 418-1055 
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District 2 Timbergrove
Robbery 3 0
Aggravated Assault 2 0
Burglary 15
Theft 27 0
Auto Theft 4 0
Burglary of Motor

  Vehicle(a) 29 1

Miscellaneous 0 0
    Totals 80 1

(a) 6300 Waltway

December 2010

THE TIMBERGRAM 

Update on the West 11th Street Park 
by Lorraine Cherry, Friends of the West 11th Street Park 

By the time you read this issue of the Timbergram, the spring bird migration will be underway. The migration of birds is one of 
the great spectacles of nature.  It takes many forms, from large hawks circling high overhead to small songbirds making long, 
nocturnal flights.  The migrating birds seen in and above West 11th Street Park from March to May typically winter in Central or

 
South America, and fly north in spring to breeding destinations stretching from Texas to northern Canada. 

  
The area near the mulberry tree on the east side of the park is one of the best places to look for migrating songbirds in the park 
in spring.  Many of the most interesting and colorful birds hungrily eat the mulberries to be found here.  They include Rose-
breasted Grosbeak, Summer Tanager, and Scarlet Tanager.  Two kinds of thrush, Veery and Swainson s Thrush, have been seen 
on the branches of the tree.  Other colorful species, including Magnolia, Chestnut-sided, and Hooded Warblers, hummingbirds, 

and a female Painted Bunting have been seen nearby.  

  

This mulberry tree is marked as Stop #1 on the Wireless Wilderness cell 
phone tour. It is just inside the park on the trail that leads back from 
the informational kiosk on the Shelterwood side of the park.  Last sum-
mer, we installed a bench here for the convenience of people who 
come to watch the birds feeding in the mulberry tree. If you sit on the 
bench, the mulberry tree will be about 30 feet in front of you.  

  

Just a reminder that West 11th Street Park has an educational website 
at www.wirelesswilderness.org and is also now on Facebook at:

 

http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/West-11th-Street-
Park/155095004522289

 

. You don t have to join Facebook in order to 
visit our page. 

  

Crime Statistics 

At press time, the January stats were not 
available.  Even though it looks like Timber-
grove is in pretty good shape, crime-wise, just 
remember that criminal activity can occur at 
any time, so you should remain vigilant to 
what is going on close by. Do not hesitate to 
contact HPD with your concerns. . 

Nota bene  
West 11th Street Park now has its own page on Facebook, where 
you can find day-to-day news about what s going on in the park, 
pictures of recently seen birds, insects, and plants, and news of 
upcoming events.  To get to our page, log into Facebook  as 
usual and enter West 11th

 

Street Park in the search engine. 
When you get to the park page, click the Like button, and you 
will begin receiving park updates.  Make sure and check out 
some of the beautiful pictures that Timbergrove resident Jeff 
Crandall has been taking out in the park. He has a gift for cap-
turing some of the very special beauty of this little pocket wil-
derness in the heart of our neighborhood. 

 

http://www.wirelesswilderness.org
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/West-11th-Street-
Park/155095004522289
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Jaycee Park Update 

It is hard to believe, but just 1 1/2 years since our first meeting, construction at Jaycee Park has begun!!!!   

The work they are doing at the park today is the silt fence, which is to prevent construction sediment and 
debris from running into the storm water system.  It will remain up for the duration of the water play-
ground project. 

The contractor should be excavating the area of the splash pad in the coming week..  Next week we should 
see the subsurface components begin to be installed.   After that the sidewalk and splash pad concrete will 
be formed up and poured.  The playground and donor seating plaza will begin after that. These are only 
estimates since several factors, including weather, City Permitting and Inspections, as well as delivery 
times for components will play a part in the schedule. The contractor will be leaving the sidewalk intact 
as long as possible to limit the inconvenience experienced by park users. The baseball field is still open 
and will remain open for the duration of the construction.   (If you would like updates, please send a mes-
sage to friendsofjayceepark@yahoo.com and you can be added to the email list) 

Since the project is a little farther behind schedule than we had originally planned, there is still time to 
purchase pavers (bricks) for the donor seating plaza.  They are $150 for a 4x8 and $200 for an 8x8.  Please 
let us know if you would like to purchase one. 

*********************************************************************** 
Jaycee Park on the Ciy's CIP List  

Jaycee Park has been put on the Capital Improvement Project (CIP) list for the budget years 2011-2015 
(see http://www.houstontx.gov/cip/11cipadopt/parklist.pdf) .  I believe this is due to the hard work and $$ 
we have all put into this park as well as all the CIP requests that were sent in online last year.  It is good 
news in that we are on their radar now,  the funds are dependent on a future bond election and also the 
support of our future council member.  If council decided, they could just "delay" the project/funding.  We 
may really have to petition our future council member in order to make sure these funds go to this park 
and not a park in another part of town.   

Thanks for all your support in improving this park!  It is truly paying off!  

Heartfelt Thanks! 
to our neighbor,   

Rain bow Lodge  
For their continued hospitality 
while hosting the meetings of 

the  
Board of Directors of the 

Timbergrove Manor Civic Club  

Located at 2011 Ella 

http://www.houstontx.gov/cip/11cipadopt/parklist.pdf
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Too Much Paper Clutter? 

THE TIMBERGRAM 

Remember back during the holidays when the mail brought cool things like cards and packages? Trips to 
the mailbox just aren't as much fun now that we're back to just getting credit card offers and catalogs we've 
never heard of.  Unwanted mail is a pain in plenty of ways. Staying on top of it takes time, and if we don't 
stay on top of it, it clutters our homes.  

One type of junk mail, pre-approved credit card offers, can be worse than annoying: If your mailbox isn't 
secure, thieves can swipe pre-approved credit card offers and steal your identity. 

Credit cards 

If you want to stop getting those pre-approved credit card offers, visit optoutprescreen.com or call 888-5-
OPTOUT. The service, operated by the three major credit reporting bureaus, will ask for information you 
should normally be leery about giving out, including your birth date and Social Security number, but the 
BBB says it's safe to share these details and that they are kept confidential. If you're using the optoutpre-
screen.com web site, be extra-careful typing the URL so you don't accidentally end up at a copycat site. 

Catalogs 

If your mailbox is stuffed with catalogs from companies you've never bought from, or never even heard of, 
chances are your information got shared by a catalog from which you did order. You can get off the list kept 
by Abacus, whose members are catalog and publishing companies. E-mail optout@abacus-us.com or write to 
Abacus, Inc., P.O. Box 1478, Broomfield, CO 80038. 

Marketing 

A key step to reducing mail that is pitching you products is visiting the Direct Marketing Association's web-
site at dmachoice.org. You can request to stop receiving mailings from DMA members, but companies can 
take a while to remove your name from their lists, 
the BBB cautions. 

General services 

If you don't want to go through all of these steps to 
stopping unwanted mail, there are services that will 
do the work for you, but they will cost more than 
taking care of things on your own. 

The easiest , yet expensive, is 41pounds. It s a lso the 
most comprehensive solution. The nonprofit group 
charges $41 to stop unwanted mail for a household 
for five years. Learn more at 41pounds.org. 

Maintenance 

Even going through all these steps or using a com-
prehensive service won't entirely free you from un-
wanted mail. Anytime you provide your address, 
find out whether you're also signing up for mailings 

 and whether you can opt out. You might also 
have a general system for processing your mail. Sort 
it daily into the categories of action (things like 
bills), reference (things you should file) and trash. 
Don't automatically send junk mail to your trash 
pile, though. Is there an action you can take to stop 
it, such as calling a toll-free number that's listed on 
the mailing? Your vigilance will pay off in a mailbox 
that stays de-junked. 
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